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king of Israel the counsels of Syria, and casts an
illusion before the eyes of his army; then he pro-
phesies plenty in the siege; then he foretells Hazael's
future course. These wonderful acts are strung to-
gether as the direct and formal subjects of the chapters
in which they occur : they have no continuity ; they
tarry on no action or course of Providence. At length
Elisha falls sick, and, on the king's visiting him, pro-
mises him a series of victories over the Syrians ; then
he dies and is buried, and by accident a corpse is
thrown into his grave; and " when the man was let
down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived,
and stood up on his feet."k Surely it is not too
much to say, that after this inspired precedent there
is little in ecclesiastical legends of a nature to
offend as regards their matter; their credibility turn-
ing first on whether they are to be expected at all,
and next whether they are avouched on sufficient
evidence.

62. Or take again the history of Samson; what
a mysterious wildness and eccentricity is impressed
upon it, upon the miracles which occur in it, and upon
its highly favoured though wayward subject! "At
this juncture," says a recent writer, speaking of the
low estate of the chosen people when Samson was
born, "the most extraordinary of the Jewish heroes
appeared; a man of prodigious physical power, which
* 2 Kings xiii. 21,